Risk factors for wound infection after oral cancer surgery.
Wound infection is a common complication after oral cancer surgery and may result in significant functional morbidity, poor cosmetic results and prolonged hospitalization. The purpose of this study was to identify the most important factors contributing to operative wound infections in patients with oral and oropharyngeal cancer. A retrospective review of complications in 111 patients after oral and oropharynx cancer surgery with an immediate reconstruction is presented. Potential risk factors for infection were categorized based on the patient, the disease, and the treatment. Flap-related complications developed in 73 patients (65.76%). Wound infection occurred in 69 (62.12%), and a fistula in 10 patients (9%). Other complications developed in 41.44% of the patients. The analysis of risk factors for the development of infection showed the following factors to be significant: male sex, T and S tumour stages, reconstruction, tracheostomy, nasogastric tube or gastrostomy feeding and extent of surgery.